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and which, according to the custom of the Schools, is not subject^
to change at the hands of individual philosophers, and hfence
which is not entirely new, since it is every day made afresh. *

As to theology, as one truth can never be contrary to another
truth, it would be a kind of impiety to fear that the truths dis-
covered in philosophy were contrary to those of the true Faith.
And I even assert that our religion teaches us nothing which
could not be as easily, or even more easily, explained in accordance
with my principles, than with those commonly received. And it
seems to rne that I have already given a sufficiently full proof of
that at the end of my Reply to the Fourth Objections, in respect
of a question in which we usually have the greatest trouble in
making philosophy accord with theology. And I am still ready to
do the same in regard to other questions, were there need; and
even likewise to show that there are many things in the ordinary
philosophy which are not really in accordance with these that in
theology are certain, although this is usually dissimulated by those
who support that philosophy, or through long habit of acceptance
of them, the fact is not perceived.

We must not likewise fear that rny opinions may increase too
much by attracting to them a multitude ignorant and greedy for
novelty. On the contrary, since experience shows that those who
approve of them are the more cultivated, whom not novelty but
truth attracts, they cannot make headway too quickly.

We must not either apprehend that it may disturb the peace of
the Schools; but on the other hand, since all the philosophers embroil
themselves in so many controversies that they can never be in a
greater warfare than they now are, there is no better method for
establishing peace amongst them, and refuting the heresies which
day by day revive their controversies, than by obliging them to
receive the opinions which, like mine, are proved to be true. For
the clear conception that we have of them, will remove all matter
of doubt and disputation.

And from all this we see clearly that there is in truth no reason
why some men should be so anxious to turn away others from a
knowledge of my opinions, except that holding them to be evident
and certain, they are afraid that they should stand in the way of
that reputation for learning that they themselves have acquired
through the knowledge of other less probable reasoning. So that this
very envy that they bear, is no small proof of the truth and certainty
of my philosophy. But lest perhaps I may seem to be boasting falsely